Right Plant + Right Place = Succes
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Beds 1,2, and 3 (tallest plants in back) in June 2014. Photo © Mary Free




Considerations when choosing native
plants for your site conditions

e Soll type: sandy, dry soll...clay soll, wetland

e Sun exposure: full sun, partial sun, full shade
 Bloom time: staggered blooms, winter interest

e Size: height, spread, aggressive spreader

« USDA Zone: check for updates with climate chan

o Color/Texture: gardener’s choice after above
considered
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Cool Plants for Dry Shade



Cool Plants for Hot Places









Not all native plants are equal —
Plant Choice Matters!



Plant Database







Be part of restoring native plant
communities in our landscape



Plant type considerations:

Containers Plugs Seeds



Plant Purchase

Buy from reputable
sellers

Don’t buy plants treated
with neonicotinoids

Buy plants appropriate to
our region

Buy local ecotype to help
preserve genetic

diversity

Some nurseries sell plugs
and seeds









The Center At Belvedere
“A Wave of Pollinators”



Home Gardeners Can Help By:

Building pollinator habitat
- Include native trees, shrubs
and perennials
- Increase populations of
Insects, birds and other
species

- Photo: No midsummer
Insects on kale after putting
pollinator plants around the

property



We can Reduce Lawn Area

40-50M acres in US
Visual appeal but little to
no ecological benefits
Mowing prevents deep
root growth

Fertilizers and herbicides
pollute our waterways.
Reduce lawn area and
substituting native
pollinator plants.



We can Manage Invasives

Prevent overtaking established
natives

Displacing natives denies
habitat and food to local wildlife

In the Charlottesville/Albemarle
areaBlue Ridge Prisnis the
leading resource for information
Invasive plants.

Invasive insect infoinvasive
Insects | University of Maryland
Extension (umd.edu)




We Can Learn to Love Insects

They are needed for a healthy
environment

They pollinate of our food, feed our
birds

Beneficial insects help control insect pests.

We can help insects by
getting rid of bug zappers,
making exterior lights motion
sensitive
using yellow bulbs which don’t attract
Insects
reducing insecticide use
Add native trees, shrubs, pollinator
plants



And, we can minimize chemical use:

Chemicals have helped
Increase agricultural output

But damaged soll, microbes,
Insects and marine life

Instead follow:
Regenerative practices
Increase pollinators
Integrated Pest
Management (IPM)



PMG Healthy Landscapes Progran

Designed to provide assistance to Albemarle County and Charlottesville City
residents on planning a healthy, sustainable landscape. The program is
based on the eight elements of conservation landscaping:

Provides benefits to the environment, is functionally efficient and
beneficial to human well being

Uses locally native plants appropriate for site conditions

Guides invasive plant management

Provides habitat for wildlife, birds, pollinators and more
Promotes healthy air quality

Conserves and cleans water

Promotes healthy solil function

Uses Best Management Practices to conserve energy, reduce
waste, and minimize pesticide and fertilizer use



Check out Doug Tallamy’s Homegrown National Park

« Dr Tallamy believes
that:



Scutellaria incana
Downy or Hoary Skullcaj



In summary...

Native plants are those that occur naturally in a
region in which they evolved. They are the
ecological basis upon which life depends
...beneficial insects, birds and other wildlife co-
evolved with them and need them for survival.
Regardless of the size of your space, the
addition of native plants will have a positive
Impact in the Piedmont.



Resources:

Helpful Resources and Credits

Albemar

e County Natural Heritage Committee

Albemar

e County Biodiversity Action Plan

Albemar

e County Native Plants webpage

Pledmont Master Gardener - Native Plants

Pledmont Master Gardener - Healthy Landscapes Program

Doug Tallamy’s Homegrown National Park

Engage Albemartenline center for public engagement

Albemarle County Environmental Stewardship Hub




Helpful Resources and Credits

o Straight species vs cultivars, Mt Cuba Center Plant Trials, Mid-
Atlantic, https://mtcubacenter.org/research/trial-garden/

 Audubon at Home: Creating Wildlife Habitat
e https://www.audubonva.org/creating-wildlife-habitat

o Backyard Wildlife Habitat

https://www.pubs.ext.vt.edu/content/dam/pubs ext vt edu/42
6/426-070/SPES-247%20(2).pdf

e Forthe Birds, Butterflies & Hummingbirds: Creating Inviting
Habitats;https://www.pubs.ext.vt.edu/content/dam/pubs _ext v
{ edu/HORT/HORT-59/HORT-59-PDF.pdf




Helpful Resources and Credits

* Publications — Virginia Coop Extension
http://ext.vt.edu

 Extension web sites for all land grant universities:
http://www.extension.org/search

* Photo/slide Credits:
— MGNV
— EMG, Leigh Surdukowski
— EMG, Christine Puthnam
— Nature Conservancy
— Audubon Society



 Call, e-maill, or visit our Horticulture Help Desk
albemarlevcehelpdesk@gmail.com

Telephone: (434) 872-4583
e Www.piedmontmastergardeners.org

@ Subscribe to The Garden Shed, our free,
monthly online newsletter

@ Check for upcoming events and classes
@ Becoming a Master Gardener
@ Speakers Bureau

@ Facebook Page:
https://www.facebook.com/AlbemarleCharlot
tesvillePMGs

@Instagram Account: |
https://www.Instagram.com/piedmontmaster
gardeners/




